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What‘s fritzing!?



Maker Movement



DIY Electronics



Creative Projects

Example Fritzing user projects



Mission

Demystify Electronics



Mission

Demystify Electronics
— & —

Democratize Innovation



Offerings



Fritzing Software



Fritzing Software



Fritzing Software



Fritzing Software



Community



Parts Library



Publishing



Beginner’s Kit





Workshops



Fabrication Service



Open-source for product



Open-source for content



How did it develop?



Research Grant

‣FH Potsdam, Interaction Design Lab

‣Funded 2007-2010 by MWFK Brandenburg

‣Team of 5: 2.5 Designers + 2.5 Engineers

‣Doing it for ourselves, with lots of enthusiasm



Idealistic Goals

Open-Source

DIY

Prototyping

Research

Free

Community

Co-Working



Ecosystem Idea

Donations



Open-Source Economics
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Start-up economics

‣Big Vision + Big Investment

‣Crystal-clear Business Model

‣Rapid Growth

‣Intense Marketing

‣Corporate Partnerships

‣Professionalisation



Empowering education



Learning Goals

‣Practical

‣Basic electronic & programming skills

‣Tactical

‣You can do this yourself

‣You don‘t need much besides dedication

‣You can always find help

‣Sharing is the key to self-educated learning



Not: Educational Resources

‣„Learning materials“ are not sufficient

‣Don‘t call it „learning“ or „education“

‣Don‘t structure it too much

‣Not skill-oriented, but results/project-oriented

‣Provide a context that connects to people‘s life



Tools as vehicles for learning

‣Give people a powerful tool, and they will learn

‣Provide a broad range of examples

‣Do not constrain, nor enforce a specific approach

‣A „starter kit“ with everything to get going



Creativity as motivation

‣Let people create something, anything really

‣Encourage free-style learning

‣Provide inspirations and provocations

‣Offer practical, project/results-oriented tutorials

‣Allow rapid iterations

‣Let people re-invent the wheel



Community as breeding ground

‣A tool quickl gathers a community of practice

‣Sharing of examples is the best source of motivation
and inspiration

‣Promote copying from others



Way to go!




